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ILLUSTRATION  ^1 

FRONT  DOOR  1731 

The  old  sawn  granite  blocks  lead  from  the  gate  to  the  steps.  The  steps 
ajid  brownstone  (sandstone)  floor  of  the  piazza  were  uncovered  and  raised 
to  their  present  height  by  Brooks  Adams. ^ 

The  front  door  is  the  original.  John  Adams  is  said  to  have  added  the 
handsome  braiss  knocker.  The  latch  and  the  bell  pull  could  have  been 
added  by  Abigail  Adams  since  she  mentioned  in  various  letters  that  she 
had  bought  brass  fixtures  for  the  doors.  The  glass  transran  does  not  show 
in  the  1798  Mailcom  Drawing.  VHien  it  was  added  is  not  known  at  this  time. 


(3)  Henry  Adams  2d,  Adams  Mansion,  Page  ^. 


-52- 


192. 


ILLUSTRATION  32 

WEST  STAIRWAY  -  1731 

The  view,  as  the  ftont  door  is  opened,  is  this  impressive  oak  stairway. 
The  carpet  was  put  down  by  Mrs.  Chaxles  Francis  Adams.  During  the  wri- 
ter's sojourn  at  the  Old  House,  1920  -  1926,  Mr.  Brooks  Adams  discour- 
aged unnecessary  use  of  his  mother's  cajrpet.^  He  often  said  that  this 
stairway  carpet  was  too  beautiful  to  walk  upon.  When  he  came  into  the 
house  frcan  a  walk  in  the  garden,  he  had  the  hired  roan   thoroughly  brush 
his  shoes,  top  and  bottom,  to  protect  the  carpet.  He  always  added  "the 
carpet  is  historic,  it  was  njy  mother's."  The  staff  and  visitors  have 
not  used  this  stairway,  recognizing  that  it  was  always  considered  a 
very  special  carpet.  To  the  left  is  a  Victorian  hat  rack. 


The  stair  carpet  was  bought  in  June  l86l. 


(1)  Adams  Papers,  MHS,  Microfilm-Reel  No.  55**. 
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ILLUSTRATION  5^ 


19^. 


Title: 

Date: 

Description; 


Location: 


Mahogany  Hall  Chair 

English  c.  I86O 

Small  straight  chairs  with  solid  wood  seats  such 

as  these,  have  long  been  an  English  tradition  for 

the  entrance  hall.  Though  Victorian  in  date,  the 

half  moulding  across  the  front  and  the  use  of  the 

carved  rosette  indicate  Empire  influence. 

Height  -  floor  to  top  of  back  -  33  1/2" 

Height  of  seat  -  lU" 

Width  of  seat  -  15  1/2" 

Entrance  Hall 
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HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE  PAHELED  ROOM 

From  the  entrance  door  on  the  left  side  is  the  mahogany  Psuieled  Room. 
John  Adams  used  it  as  a  combination  Living  Room  -  Dining  Rocm.  To  maike 
it  less  dark,  he  painted  the  mahogany  white  I  This  room,  rich  with  its 
San  Domingo  mahogany  paneling  from  floor  to  ceiling  and  its  wide  virgin 
pine  floor  boards,  is  bvilging  with  historic  association.  It  is  also 
the  one  roan  in  the  house  which  reminds  the  visitor  of  the  wealth  of  the 
first  owners  -  Leonard  Vassall,  John  Borland  and  Leonard  Vassall  Borland. 

John  and  Abigail  Adams  took  up  residence  at  the  Old  Hoxise  in  June  of 
1788.  During  their  sojourn  abroad  they  had,  of  coxirse,  becwne  widely 
known  and   had  many  foreign  friends.  As  early  as  September  7,  1788  they 
entertained  for  dinner  two  gentlemen  fran  France,  Marquis  de  Lainneville, 
Commander  of  the  French  squadron  and  Chevalier  Maccarty  de  Marteques, 
Captain  of  the  Archilles .  Their  French  ship  was  in  the  port  of  Boston. 
The  following  Wednesday,  September  10,  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  Captains  of  these  French  vessels  and  the  French  Consul  were  also  din- 
ner guests  of  John  and  Abigail  Adamts  and  their  son  John  Quincy  Adams  .^ 

Two  of  the  most  interesting  visitors  to  President  John  Adams  were  John 
Coles  and  his  brother  Edward  Coles,  Secretary  of  President  Madison. 
Their  visit  during  the  summer  of  I8II  lasted  about  two  days,  so  natur- 
ally they  dined  in  this  room.  Edward  Coles  was  a  neighbor  of  Thomas 


(1)  John  Quincy  Adams  Diary,  Adams  Papers,  MK,  Microfilm-Reel  No.  15. 
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Jefferson  and  reported  to  Jefferson  how  cordially  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams 
had  received  them.  Edward  Coles  and  his  brother  also  reported  that  in 
speaking  of  Jefferson  John  Adams  had  said,  "I  always  loved  Jefferson, 
and  I  still  love  him."  They  took  this  message  back  to  Jefferson,  who 
added,  "This  is  enough  for  me."  Since  the  Adams -Jefferson  correspon- 
dence was  resimied  shortly  afterwards,  the  Coles  brothers  must  have  con- 
tributed to  this  agreeable  and  happy  relationship. 

There  were  other  prominent  Americans  associated  with  this  rocm.     On 
Jxily  7,  1817,  President  James  Monroe,  accompanied  by  Commodore  Perry, 
General  Swift,  Governor  Brooks,  Lt.  Governor  Phillips,  H.  G.  Otis,  James 
Lloyd,  President  Kirkland  of  Harvard  University,  Ccamnodore  Bainbridge, 
General  Sumner,  Henry  Colmaji  and  others  were  guests  of  President  and 
Mrs.  John  Adams  for  dinner.  The  former  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  new  President  (Monroe)  had  a  pleasant  visit.  The  weather  was 
fine  that  day  and  the  countryside  beautiful, 3 

There  were  literary  men  of  the  day  who  were  entertained  in  this  impres- 
sive "keeping-parlour"  as  it  was  sometimes  called  by  Abigail  Adams.  On 
Siinday,  September  20,  I817  Henry  Bradshaw  Fearon  wrote: 

"In  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  young  Mr.  Adams  came  from  Quincy 
to  conduct  me  to  his  grandfather's...  The  ex-President  is  a 
handsome  old  gentleman  of  eighty-four;  his  lady  a  seventy-six; 
-she  has   the  reputation  of  superior  talents,  and  great  literary 
achievements . " 

T2)  Randall,  Jefferson,  Vol  III,  pp.  639-'*0. 

(3)  Memoir  of  Eliza  S.  M.  Quincy,  Boston,  I86I,  p.  I85. 
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Not  often  do  we  find  details  of  the  menu  used  upon  these  importemt  occa- 
sions. Since  Mr.  Fearon  does  list  the  food  served,  we  quote: 

"...first  course,  a  pudding  made  of  Indiam  Corn,  Molasses  and 
butter;  Second,  veal,  bacon,  neck  of  mutton,  potatoes,  cabbage, 
carrots  and  Indian  beans;  maderia  wine  of  which  each  drank  two 
glasses.  We  sat  down  to  dinner  at  one  o'clock;  at  two,  nearly 
all  went  a  second  time  to  chxirch.  For  tea,  we  had  pound-cake, 
sweet  bread  and  butter,  £ind  bread  made  of  Indism  corn  and  rye. 
Tea  was  brought  from  the  kitchen,  and  handed  round  by  a  neat, 
white  servant  girl.  The  topics  of  conversation  were  various  — 
England,  America,  religion,  politics,  literature,  science. 
Dr.  Priestley,  Miss  Edgeworth,  Mrs.  Siddones,  France,  Shakespeare, 
Moore,  Lord  Byron,  Corbett,  American  Revolution,  the  traitor 
General  Arnold."^ 

When  Abigail's  granddaxighter  S\isan  B.  Adams  was  married  to  Mr.  Charles 
T.  Clark,  they  declined  to  have  a  large  wedding;  but  Abigail  did  serve 
light  refreshments  in  the  Paneled  Rocm.^  They  departed  soon  afterwaini 
to  go  to  their  home  in  Utica,  New  York. 

Ordinarily,  family  routine  is  associated  with  this  fine  mahogany  Paneled 

Room.  After  Abigail  Adams'  death,  William  Bentley  recorded  in  his  diary 

on  October  30,  I818: 

"We  have  had  notice  of  the  death  of  Abigail,  wife  of  the  late 
President  John  Adams,  who  is  still  living  at  his  home  in  Quin- 
cy.  ...The  first  time  I  ever  saw  Madam  was  at  her  own  house 
shelling  her  beans  for  a  family  dinner  to  which  without  any 
ceremony  or  apology  she  invited  me ... " 

On  Axogust  29,  182U  General  Laufayette  drove  from  Boston  to  the  Old  House 
to  dine  with  his  old  comrade.  President  John  Adams.  Charles  Francis 


{h)     Fearon,  Sketches  of  America,  pp.  11-113. 

(5)  AA  to  Harriet  Welsh,  IttL?,  Adams  Papers,  MHS,  Microfilm-Reel  No.  U38, 


199. 


Adams  left  a  stirring  account  of  this  day.  Mr.  Adams  said  that  out  of 
deference  to  the  strict  observance  of  Sunday,  the  General  did  not  come 
in  a  carriage  drawn  by  four  horses,  but  rather,  used  only  a  pair  of 
horses.  People  stood  along  the  road,  but  without  demonstration  since 
it  was  the  Sabbath.  The  General  arrived  at  half -past  two.  He  was 
attended  by  his  son  George  Washington  Lafayette,  M.  Levasseur,  his  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Golden  and  Mr.  Quincy.  Governor  Eustis  arrived  soon  after. 
The  dinner  passed  off  well.  Yo\ing  Charles  Francis  Adams  was  not  seated 
where  he  wished  to  be  smd  for  this  reason  felt  it  a  stupid  affair.  He 
did,  however,  remark  that  many  others  in  the  coimtry  wovild  have  been  de- 
lighted to  see  three  distinguished  men  dining  together  reflecting  upon 
the  old  days  of  the  Revolution  in  which  they  were  conspicuous  actors  and 
for  which  the  whole  country  was  (and  is)  grateful.  John  Adams  was  con- 
siderably  moved  by  Lafayette.*^  He  foiind  his  old  friend  older  than  he  had 
expected.  Besides  this  distinguished  group  already  mentioned  there  were 
others  present  for  dinner  in  this  room:  George  Adams;  Harriet  Welsh; 
Miss  Pierce;  Elizabeth  Adams;  Jamies  Foster;  Judge  Thomas  Boylston  Adams 
ajid  his  wife;  Mrs.  Claxk;  Abby  S.  Adams  and  Louisa  Smith,  maJcing  a  grand 
total  of  eighteen. 

One  of  the  travelogue  writers  of  the  time  was  Anne  RoyaU.  of  Alabama. 
She  left  five  books  of  her  travels  which  are  in  the  Rare  Books  Collection 
at  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  in  the  Stone  Library.   In  April  of  l825 


(6)  Adams  Papers,  MHS,  Microfilm-Reel  No.  55 
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Anne  Royall  visited  the  Old  House.  She  published  an   account  of  her 
visit  in  History,  Life  and  Manners  in  the  United  States.  After  tsLLking 
with  John  Adams  in  his  bedroom,  she  was  invited  to  go  downstairs  into 

the  keeping  parlour  for  "a  repast,  without  which  no  one  is  permitted  to 

7 

depart  from  his  house."' 

In  1827  Anne  Royall  made  another  visit.  This  time  we  have  her  version 
of  the  occasion  as  well  as  President  John  Quincy  Adams'.  Anne  Royall 
fo\ind  President  John  Quincy  Adams  more  reserved  tham  his  father  had  been 
when  she  visited  in  I826.  She  was  escorted  by  Thomas  Boylston  Adams  in- 
to the  parlour  where  President  John  Quincy  Adams  received  her.  Moments 
after  her  arrival,  an  Italian  Coiint  came  to  the  residence  of  the  President. 
They  were  all  invited  into  the  Dining  Parlour  for  tea.  The  Count  and 
President  John  Quincy  Adams  did  not  follow  immediately;  but  a  short  time 
after  everyone  was  seated,  they  joined  the  group.  The  Covint  was  not 
accustomed  to  tea,  but  Judge  Thomas  Boylston  Adams  explained  the  custom, 
John  Quincy  Adams  declined  tea,  preferring  hot  water.  Judge  Adams  was 
cordial,  but  during  the  tea  the  President  never  turned  his  head  either 

way  or  moved  a  muscle  of  his  face  but  continued  to  eat  his  crust  and 

o 

drink  the  water  with  perfect  \mconcem. 

Of  the  same  visit  John  Quincy  Adams  wrote  in  his  Diary  on  Avigust  9»  l827: 
" . . .Mrs .  Royall  came  from  Boston  in  the  same  stage  with  my  son 


(7)  Royall,  History,  Life  and  Manners  in  the  United  States,  pp.  3^+7-350. 

(8)  The  Black  Book,  by  Anne  Royall,  Vol.  II,  Washington,  I828,  pp.  125- 
127. 
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Charles.  She  is  going  to  Plymouth,  and  travelling  about  the 
country  to  make  another  book.  She  continued  to  make  herself 
noxious  to  many  persons;  tolerated  by  some  and  feared  by 
others,  by  her  deportment  and  her  books;  treating  all  with  a 
familiarity,  which  often  pcissed  for  impudence  insulting  those 
who  treat  her  with  incivility,  and  then  lampooning  them  in 
books. "9 

There  were  family  celebrations  in  this  room.  On  February  8,  l877  Eliza 

Susan  Quincy  sent  to  Charles  Francis  Adams  an  extract  from  a  letter  her 

mother  had  written  about  John  Q^incy  Adams*  eightieth  birthday: 

"We  were  invited  yesterday  evening  to  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams*  - 
his  Birthday  of  eighty  years  past.  There  was  all  the  society 
of  Quincy  ...about  twenty  ladies  and  sixteen  gentlemen:" 

Mrs.  Quincy  related  that  the  supper  was  pretty  with  Ices  and  Champagne. 

Mr.  Quincy  gave  this  toast: 

"The  old  man  eloquent,  may  his  latter  years  be  as  happy  and 
tranquil,  as  that  whole  course  of  his  past  life  has  been  use- 
ful  and  glorious." 

Mr.  Adams,  who  was  seated  during  the  supper,  rose  and  said: 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  all  for  your  good  wishes, 
which  I  reciprocate  by  hoping  you  will  all  live  to  be  eighty 
years  of  age,  ajid  then  be  surrrotmded  by  friends  as  neeur  and 
dear  to  you,  as  those  I  see  around  me."^^ 

During  the  time  Charles  Francis  Adams  and  Abigail  Brooks  Adams  and  Brooks 
Adams  and  Evelyn  Davis  Adams  occupied  the  house,  this  Pemeled  Rocan  was  a 
morning  sitting  room  and  a  favorite  room  for  afternoon  tea.  In  I85I  Charles 
Francis  Adams  removed  the  white  paint  which  John  Adams  had  used  years  ear- 
lier. Brooks  Adams  dedicated  himself  to  improving  the  sheen  of  the  wood. 


(9)  Memoirs  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  Vol.  VII,  p.  321, 

(10)  Letter  from  Eliza  Sussin  Quincy  to  Mary  Jane  Quincy,  July  I8,  181^7. 
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This  became  the  "quality"  room  in  the  house.  It  is  interesting  that  no 
central  lighting  was  allowed.  The  spring  and  fall  days  were  made  com- 
pletely enjoyable  by  the  glowing  fire  burning  in  the  old  fireplace.  Only 
selected  wood,  cut  to  the  exact  meas\irement  required,  was  used  in  this 
room.  The  suidirons  were  always  kept  shining  like  gold.  Brooks  Adams 
associated  this  room  with  his  parents  —  his  father  sitting  in  the  ornate 
arm  chair,  his  feet  upon  the  rocking  footstool  and  his  mother  sitting  at 
her  desk  admiring  the  garden  as  she  attended  to  her  correspondence.  His 
early  memories  are  not  as  descriptive  as  Henry's  but  establish  a  direct 
association  of  the  Paneled  Room  with  the  garden.  In  later  life  he  re- 
called as  a  child  standing  before  the  window  on  a  rainy  day,  wishing  for 
the  rain  to  cease  so  he  coTild  go  outside  to  play.  His  mother,  sitting 
at  her  desk  would  reply:  "Don't  wish  for  the  rain  to  stop  until  the  gar- 
den paths  are  full  of  puddles  because  the  hedge  and  flowers  need  water." 
As  a  man  of  nearly  eighty,  he  applied  the  same  rule  as  he  looked  out  the 
west  windows  on  a  rainy  day, 

Henry  Adams  in  his  Education  gives  an  eloquent  account  of  his  early  mem- 
ories. Of  his  Grandmother,  Louisa  Catherine  Adams,  he  wrote: 

"Sitting  in  the  Panelled  Room,  at  breakfast,  with  her  heavy 
silver  teapot  smd  sugar-bowl  and  cream  jug...-*--*-  To  the  boy 
she  seemed  singularly  peaceful,  a  vision  of  silver  gray,  prCfp 
siding  over  her  old  President  ajid  her  Queene  Anne  Mahogany." 


(11)  The  tea  set  is  in  the  Memorial  Room  of  the  Adams  National  Historic 
Site. 

(12)  Education  of  Henry  Adams,  p.  l8. 
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ILLUSTRATION  60 


TOP  OF  CENTER  TABLE  CONTINUBD 


Title:  Candleholder  and  Snuffers 

Date:  Probably  l825-l835 

Description:     The  brass  tray  has  an   etched  border,  a  small  box  for 
matches.  The  cover  to  the  match  box  slides  to  close, 
and  a  brass  candleholder  is  in  the  center.  Two  can- 
dle molds  are  joined  to  the  tray  and  candle  snuffers 
fit  over  the  molds.  There  are  three  initials,  A.  B.  A., 
inscribed  on  the  rim  of  the  tray. 
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ILLUSTRATION  62 


CENTER  TABLE  CONTIHUED 


Title:         Boy  with  Grinder  (Shown  in  Illustration  58) 

Date:  Unknown  but  the  1830  period  is  tradition  of  the  fami- 

ly. 

Artist:         Charles  Menne 

Description:     The  boy  is  in  the  position  of  using  the  grindstone. 

This  grindstone  is  for  the  use  of  striking  matches. 

The  open  box  below  is  a  holder  for  matches. 


Title: 

Date: 

Description: 


Reference : 


Sewing  Box  (Shown  in  Illustration  58) 
19th  century  (England) 

The  Sewing  Box  is  in  the  shape  of  a  harpsichord  with 
brass  decoration;  also  contains  a  music  box.  It  is 
lined  with  white  velvet  with^place  for  fittings  out- 
lined in  rose  satin.  It  has  a  mirror  inside  cover  and 
satinwood  inlay  in  the  cover  in  the  design  of  piano 
keys.  Size  of  Box:  8"  X  11  1/2"  X  3  lA".  There  are 
two  keys  in  the  Sewing  Box. 

This  Sewing  Box  was  used  by  Mrs.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
especially  the  music  box  part. 
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ILLUSTRATION  63 


HUG  ON  NORTH  SIDE  OF  CENTER  TABLE 


Title:         Tcherkes  -  Kazak  Rug 

Date:  Late  l8th  century  or  early  19th  century 

Description:     This  Kazak  Rug  is  strikingly  beautiful  with  the 

"SunbTirst"  design  in  the  center,  a  touch  of  blue  for 
the  effect  of  the  sky  and  the  brilliant  white  for  the 
s\m.  The  wide  border  is  "crab."  The  "saw-tooth"  bor- 
der is  bound  on  either  side  by  the  "barberpole . "  Ka- 
zak Rugs  are  only  available  from  estates  since  long 
ago  they  became  too  scarce  for  the  open  market .  The 
Tcherkes  Tribe  wove  this  type  of  rug.  Length:  7*  6", 
Width:  5'  2". 

Reference:      These  rugs  were  bought  at  an  estate  auction  about 

1880  by  Brooks  Adams .  He  gave  them  to  his  mother  for 
the  Old  Hovtse. 
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ILLUSTRATION  73 


SOUTH  SIDE  OF  PANELED  ROOM  CONTINUED 


Title : 
Date : 
Description: 


Reference ; 


Chair 
17^+0-1760 

This  walnut  American  Queen  Anne  style  Slipper  Chair 
has  flat  stiles,  yoke  crest,  vase-shaped  splat,  cab- 
riole legs  and  Dutch  pad  feet.  The  stretchers  are 
block  and  baluster  turned,  Ntimber  VU  is  on  the  in- 
side of  the  front  rail  indicating  it  must  have  been  a 
part  of  a  set  of  VII  or  more. 

This  Slipper  Chair  and  the  other  two  matching  chairs 
in  the  rocan  were  used  by  all  four  generations. 


-7U- 


222, 


ILLUSTRATION  7^ 


SOUTH  SIDE  OF  PANELED  ROOM  CCa>ITINUED 


Title:  Rug 

Date:  Late  l8th  or  early  19th  centiiry 

Description:     This  Tcherkes  Kazak  Rug  has  the  Greek  Cross  decorated 
by  bold  geometric  embellisfameiits .  The  Caucasians  were 
fond  of  the  "PaG.ace"  or  "Sunburst"  design.  The  rug  is 
very  rare  since  it  hsis  three  corplete  geometric  designs. 
It  has  the  "crab"  border  and  the  other  features  des- 
cribed in  Illustration  63. 

Reference:      Given  by  Brooks  Adams  to  his  mother  about  I88O. 
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The  writing  desk  in  the  southwest  corner  has  not  been  pictured.  It  was 
given  by  Brooks  Adams  to  his  mother  about  I88O.  It  ha^  a  slant  top, 
bracked  feet  and  is  a  reproduction. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  position  of  the  furniture.  Every  piece  has 
the  location  which  has  been  traditional  for  the  Old  House. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  custom  rigidly  enforced  by  Brooks  Adams 
to  use  white  flowers  from  the  garden  for  decoration  of  the  Paneled  Room. 
He  considered  white  most  becoming  to  the  mahogany  paneling.  If  white 
was  not  possible,  yellow  could  be  used,  but  never  red  or  blue.  This  is 
mentioned  sls   flowers  are  a  part  of  the  furnishings  when  they  are  used. 
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HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE  DINING  ROOM 

The  Dining  Room  had  undergone  more  structxiral  chajiges  than  any  room  in 
the  house.  We  can  get  a  picture  of  this  room  when  it  was  Abigail  Adams' 
parlour  from  small  references  here  and  there  in  the  Family  Papers. 

In  writing  from  London  on  November  6,  I787  to  Cotton  Tufts  about  repairs 

to  the  house,  Abigail  Adams  included  some  remarks  about  the  East  Rooa 

(now  Dining  Rocao)  .  She  wrote: 

"...With  regard  to  the  repairs,  painting  both  without  &  with- 
in, I  should  be  glad  to  have  compleated  as  soon  as  possible  in 
the  Spring,  as  the  smell  is  always  pernicious  to  me.  The  east 
room  to  be  painted  what  is  called  a  French  grey  and  as  the  fur- 
niture is  red,  a  paper  conformable,  will  look  best.  ...iron 
backs  to  the  chimneys  and  brass  locks  upon  the  door  of  the  two 
best  rooms ..." 

The  Louis  XV  furniture  which  is  now  in  the  Long  Room  was  upholstered  at 

that  time  in  red  damask  and  is,  \mdoubtedly,  the  furniture  Abigail  Adams 

had  in  the  East  Rooa  of  the  old  Vassall  house.  The  la.rge  ChippendeO.* 

mirror,  now  between  the  windows  on  the  south  wall,  was  also  in  Abigail's 

parlour.  In  1790  she  wrote  from  New  York  requesting  it  to  be  packed  and 

sent  for  the  Vice  President's  heme  on  Richmond  Hill. 

In  1792  Abigail  Adams  requested  Mrs.  Cranch  to  jmrchase: 

"Brass  Andirons  at  about  eight  dollars  price.  Tongues  and 
Shovel  for  my  best  Room..." 

There  was  at  least  one  very  special  event  in  this  room  while  Abigail 
Adams  was  the  lady  of  the  house.  On  November  15,  1798  Abigail's  niece 
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Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Smith  was  married  to  Mr.  James  Foster  of  Boston.  It 
was  a  family  wedding  with  only  near  relatives  attending.  Abigail* s  sis- 
ter Mrs.  Peabody  was  present,  though  John  Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams 
were  at  their  respective  government  posts  and  coxild  not  be  present. 

When  Abigail  Adams  had  the  Long  Room  and  Long  Hall  added  in  I80O-I80I, 
she  made  the  first  structxiral  change  in  this  room.  She  had  the  closet 
South  of  the  chimney  removed  so  that  a  door  could  be  cut  into  the  new 
addition.  Also  she  had  the  small  window  shown  in  the  Malcom  drawing, 
made  full  size,  giving  the  parlour  (now  the  Dining  Room)  three  south  win- 
dows . 

In  1825  Ann  Royall  wrote: 

"...and  crossing  the  gallery  enter  a  parlor,  the  furniture  of 
which,  resembles  a  female  Quakers  dress,  rich  but  simple.  The 
chairs  are  furnished  with  deep  satin  cushions,  elegant  sofas 
smd  carpets  complete  the  fumitiire." 

The  Dining  Room  was  a  parlour  as  late  as  July,  I8U7  when  John  Quincy 

Adams'  eightieth  birthday  was  celebrated.  Mrs.  Eliza  Susan  Quincy  wrote 

to  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Quincy  in  Naheuat  that: 

"...We  were  invited  yesterday  evening  to  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams*  - 
his  Birthday  of  eighty  years  past.  There  was  all  the  society 
of  Quincy,  with  some  strangers,...  -  about  twenty  ladies  & 
sixteen  gentlemen.  We  were  received  in  the  middle  drawing 
room. " 

After  the  death  of  John  Quincy  Adams  in  l848,  Charles  Francis  Adams  be- 
gan to  restore  the  Mahogany  Room  and  aJ-ter  the  room  used  by  the  Adams 
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Presidents  as  their  parlour.  About  18^2  the  Boldings  of  the  windovs 
and  doors  vere  changed  to  chestnut  and  the  solid  shutters  vere  changed 
to  nodem  louver  style.  The  paper  vas  changed  to  a  dark  brown  floral 
pattern  and  the  door  knobs  to  silver  plate.  The  terra-cotta  fireplace 
mz,  installed  and  gas  central  lighting  added  ( I86O-I861) .  The  regular 
dining  ro<m  chairs  were  exchanged  for  strcmger  cnes,  and  this  room  be- 
came the  family  dining  roca. 

The  room  is  not  very  large,  but  Mrs.  Charles  Francis  Adams  entertained 

the  chxirch  sewing  circle.  In  writing  her  son  Henry  she  said: 

"...  Three  weeks  ago,  it  was  proposed  as  our  Sewing  Circle  was 
rather  poor,  to  try  to  raise  a  trifle,  say  20  or  25  dollars, 
to  keep  us  along.  After  talking  it  over  the  plan  was  this. 
Each  member  of  the  Society,  say  forty  peirsons,  should  contri- 
bute something,  either  fancy  articles,  or  Cake,  and  ask  our 
friends  to  come  in  the  evening  and  buy  our  things.  The  meet- 
ing was  to  be  here  at  all  events  so  as  some  one  must  have  them 
I  offered,  being  very  glad  in  that  way  to  return  the  many  hearty 
teas  given  me  in  the  winter.  The  veather  had  been  like  July, 
so  that  every  flower  was  standing  when  this  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day the  20th  a  week  tomorrow.  Caroline  Beale  and  Lucretia  dressed 
the  rooms  with  flowers,  and  no  H.  york  bridal  was  ever  more  beau- 
tiful, and  the  heat  and  summer.  They  finished  at  twelve,  at  two 
the  members  of  the  Society  began  to  come  -with  their  offerings. 
Some  one  article,  some  big,  some  lovely,  some  trifles,  but  the 
quantity,  Mrs .  Lunt  and  I  were  fairly  frightened.  Who  was  to 
buy  one  half,  and  what  should  we  do  with  them  all?  was  the  ques- 
tion. At  six  o'clock  I  had  tea  for  fifty  persons.  The  table 
was  laid  in  the  dining  room,  and  they  all  stood.  I  had  every 
variety  of  cake  ever  heard  of.  Sponge,  pound,  plua,  mixed,  fros- 
ted, unfrosted,  gingerbread  and  cream  cakes,  apple  tartlets, 
and  bread  cakes,  and  biscuit;  with  tea  and  coffee.  Lizzie  took 
one  end  for  coffee,  I  mine  for  tea.  I  am  bound  to  think  they 
liked  it,  by  the  way  they  ate  and  drank  this  was  my  share  in 
the  business,  and  I  enjoyed  it  highly.  As  soon  as  tea  was  over 
and  the  table  cleared  the  ladies  filled  the  long  table  vith 
their  cake  fruit  and  flowers  for  sale,  and  a  sight  to  behold  it 
was,  craioaed  full.  Again  the  question  who  was  to  buy?  It  had 
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been  agreed  among  themselves  that  two  yoxing  ladies  should 
stsuid  at  the  door  and  take  fifteen  cents  from  every  one  who 
entered.  Ellen  Lunt  and  Miss  Turner  began  and  others  re- 
lieved them.  At  seven  people  began  to  ccme,  and  bless  your 
heart,  there  were  three  hxindred  and  fifty  here.  Everything 
worth  selling  was  gone  at  once,  ajid  they  could  have  sold 
twice  as  much.  The  old  house  never  was  so  full  before,  and 
as  orderly  as  a  private  jwxty."^ 


In  1920  Brooks  Adams,  who  had  been  responsible  for  the  Old  K>use  since 
1890,  resumed  his  early  plans  for  the  preservation  of  the  Old  Ho\ise  as 
an  historical  memorial.  He  wanted  very  much  the  dining  room  to  reflect 
Abigail  Adams'  taste.  French  gray  was  considered  for  the  paint,  but 
finally  he  decided  that  white  would  be  more  useful  and  more  cheerful. 
The  brown  floral  wall  paper  had  never  pleased  him  so  he  decided  upon  a 
pinkish  oatmeal  paper  which  he  had  in  his  Boston  house.  Ife  left,  as 
representative  of  his  father's  change  in  the  room,  the  gas  chandelier 
and  terra-cotta  fireplace. 

For  the  seventy- seventh  birthday  of  Brooks  Adams  the  table  was  set  for 
a  buffet  luncheon  using  the  "gold"  service,  the  green  Coalport  china, 
the  White  House  linen  table  cloth,  and  the  silver  used  by  John  and  Abigail 
Adams  in  the  White  House.  Only  his  immediate  family  was  invited,  but  he 
was  delighted  to  see  them  in  the  Old  House  and  garden.  That  was  the  last 
large  gathering  before  the  death  of  Brooks  Adams  and  the  beginning  of  the 
Adams  Memorial  Society, 


(1)  Abigail  Adams  to  Henry  Adams,  Adams  Papers,  MIB,  Microfilm-Reel 
No.  5^5. 
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ILLUSTRATION  82 


SIDEBOARD 


Title:  Sideboard 

Date:  1795 

Description:     This  view  of  the  Sideboard  shows  the  graining,  the 
drawer  pulls  and  the  large  amount  of  inlay.  The 
legs  to  this  Sideboard  are  unusi^al.  The  center  legs 
are  acttially  five-sided. 

Reference:      We  have  shown  this  Sideboard  in  great  detail  since  it 
is  unusiial.  It  was  the  great  pride  of  Mrs.  Brooks 
Adams  and  much  admired  by  her  husbemd. 
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ILLTJSTRATKH  Bh 

CANDELABRA 

Title:         This  photograph  shows  the  Candelabra  in  greater 
detail. 
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ILLUSTRATION  8^ 

CANDELABRA 

Title :         Candelabra 

Reference:      This  Candelabra  is  one  of  a  pair  which  has  always 

been  in  the  house.  They  were  used  by  all  foxir  gen- 
erations of  the  family  and  are  shown  here  in  detail 
because  of  their  fine  quality. 
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ILLUSTRATION  88 


2U2. 


PORTRAIT  OF  PRESIDENT  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 


HANGING  ABOVE  THE  STOEBOARD 


Title:         Portrait  of  President  George  Washington       'V,  ^d.   ^3 

Date:  1790 

Artist:         Edward  Savage 

Description:     The  head  and  shoulders  of  President  Washington  were 

painted  from  life  and  according  to  Miss  Louisa  Dresser, 
Curator  of  the  Collection  -  Worcester  Art  Museum, 
"Washington  portraits  from  life  are  thought  the  cream 
of  early  American  Painting."  His  costume  is  hsuidsome 
and  the  elaborate  painting  of  the  ruffles  of  the  jabot 
are  becoming  to  his  Tiniform.  The  gold  epaxilets"  on  his 
shoulders  show  the  gold  design  in  perfect  detail. 

Reference:      Edward  Savage  was  born  in  I76I.  His  early  life  was 
passed  in  Princeton,  Massachusetts.  In  I789  he  went 
to  New  York  where  he  painted  the  portrait  of  President 
Washington  for  Harvard  University.  On  December  21, 
1889  Washington  entered  in  his  Diary: 

"...  Sat  from  ten  to  one  o'clock  for  a  Mr. 
Savage  to  draw  my  Portrait  for  the  University 
of  Cambridge  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  at 
the  request  of  the  President  and  Governors  of 
the  said  University." 

Then  three  and  one  half  months  later  we  find  axiother 
entry: 

April  6  1890. . ."Tuesday,  6th  sat  for  Mr.  Savage 
at  the  request  of  the  Vice  President  to  have  n?y 
portrait  drawn  for  him." 

In  this  portrait  President  Washington  is  more  informal 
than  the  Harvard  portrait.  He  does  not  wear  the  emblem 
of  the  Society  of  The  Cincinnati  which  he  had  on  in  the 
Harvard  portrait.  It  is  not  a  replica  as  is  so  often 
mentioned.  There  was  at  least  one  sitting  making  it 
from  "life." 


2U3. 

ILLUSTRATION  88  (Continued) 


Josiah  Quincy,  who  knew  President  Washington  and  liked 
to  look  at  these  portraits,  used  to  say  that  President 
Washington  looked  just  like  this  portrait  before  he 
lost  his  teeth.  Brooks  Adams  always  said  it  was  the 
tradition  that  his  grandfather,  John  Quincy  Adams,  liked 
this  portrait  because  it  was  a  more  hximan  likeness  than 
other  official  pictures. 

Size:  Height  -  29  1/2",  Width  -  2k   1/2",  with  2"  gilt 
composition  frame. 
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2kk. 


ILLUSTRATION  89 


PORTRAIT  OF  MARTHA  WASHINGTON  HANGING  ABOVE 


THE  SIDEBOARD  BESIDE  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON 


Title:         Martha  Washington  C^f,Wo,^¥ 

Date:  1790 

Artist:         Edward  Savage 

Description:     Martha  Washington  is  wearing  a  sort  of  fluted  nightcap 
in  style  in  I789.  Though  the  headdress  is  elaborate 
ajid  stylized,  Savage  has  treated  the  fluting  with  a 
very  natural  fluffy  stroke.  Her  lace  shawl  has  a  love- 
ly design  emd  her  gown  is  soft  and  flattering.  This 
portrait  was  done  at  the  same  time  as  President  Washington. 

Size:  Height  -  29",  Width  -  2k",   with  a  2"  gilt  compo- 
sition frame. 

Reference:      Pasted  on  the  back  of  the  portrait  of  President  Washington 
is  the  receipt  signed  by  Edward  Savage  which  reads: 

"Received  New  York  the  17th  of  April  I790  of  the 
Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.  forty  six  Dollars  and 
2/3ds  for  a  portrait  of  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 
&  His  Lady  -  Signed  Edward  Savage." 

Endorsed  in  upper  left  hand  comer  by  Abigail  Adams; 

"Savages  Bill/April  17,  1790." 

The  tradition  is  that  these  two  portraits  have  been 
hajiging  in  this  room  in  the  same  places  since  Abigail 
and  John  Adams  came  back  to  the  Old  House  in  I80I, 
This  seems  reasonable  as  this  room  was  at  that  time 
Abigail  Adams'  parlour. 


-90- 


2U6. 


ILLUSTRATION  90 


OVER  SIDE  TABLE 


Title:  Portrait  of  Edward  Boylston         f^^.J    k'... 

Date:  1723-2U 

Artist:         Robert  Harris 

Description:     This  handsome,  richly  dressed  gentleman  with  a  becom- 
ing head  of  hair  (wig  no  doubt)  was  a  cousin  of  Sixsanna 
Boylston  Adams.  The  letter  in  his  hand  bears  the  name 
"Wigglesworth."  The  soft  scarf  and  silk  coat  have  been 
skillfully  painted.  The  confident  facial  expression 
gives  the  impression  of  a  successful,  prosperous  citizen. 

Reference:      From  a  letter  written  by  Edward  Boylston  on  his  way  from 
Barbados,  West  Indies  to  England  he  wrote: 

"May  9>  I72H  at  Sea,  I  observe  how  merry  you  and 
Mother  have  made  yourselves  about  my  picture  and 
in  truth  I  expected  that  the  superscription  of  the 
Letter  in  my  hand  would  have  raised  that  dispute; 
and  since  you  have  left  it  to  my  arbitration  I 
pray  that  the  award  may  be  defferr'd  xintil  my  re- 
turn home  which  I  don't  expect  will  be  much  sooner 
than  this  time  two  years  a  great  while  forward  I 
confess." 

Professor  Wigglesworth  claimed  the  picture  since  the 
letter  visible  in  the  portrait  was  directed  to  him. 
John  Adams  had  delivered  the  portrait  to  Professor 
Wigglesworth.  Finally,  after  the  death  of  Professor 
Wigglesworth,  the  portrait  was  sold  at  auction.  Ward 
Nicholas  Boylston  purchased  it  and  presented  it  to  John 
Adams. 

Size:  Height  -  29",  Width  -  25"  with  U"  carved  and 
gilded  wood  frame. 


(2)   Information  taken  from  Memoirs  of  Reverend  John  Pierce  M.H.S, 
Proceedings  XIX,  pp.  3&^-5  (i^nd  series). 
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21+9. 


ILLUSTRATION  93 

DESIGN  OF  THE  INSIDE  OF  THE  CANTON  BOWL 

Title:  Inside  of  Chinese  Export  Porcelain  Bowl 

Date:  Late  l8th  century- 

Description:     In  the  center  of  the  inside  of  the  bowl  is  a  view 

of  Canton.  There  is  a  darker  border  with  white  rim 
around  the  top  of  this  interesting  bowl. 
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ILLUSTRATION  9^ 


251. 


ON  THE  SECOND  SIDE  TABLE 


Title:  Pair  of  Decanters 

Date:  c.  1810 

Description:     The  handsome  English  Glass  Decanters  have  gracefully 
cxirved  handles,  cut  panels,  and  pointed  stoppers. 
They  are  heavy  glass.  They  lack  the  star  cutting  un- 
der the  bottom  which  is  so  prevalent  in  Waterford. 

Reference:      Family  tradition  is  that  these  Deceuiters  are  English 
glass  and  that  they  were  Louisa  Catherine  and  John 
Quincy  Adams ' ,  Because  the  Irish  glass  cutters  cane 
to  England,  it  is  diffic\ilt  to  tell  English  from  Irish 
glass.  Authorities  have  identified  these  as  English. 
Size:  Height  -  12",  to  top  of  stopper  -  ih   1/2" 
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252. 


ILLUSTRATION  96 


ON  THE  SECOND  SIDE  TABI£  CONTINUED 


Title:         Frosted  Jug  with  Stopper 

Date:  c.  l820 

Description:     This  Frosted  Claret  J\ig  has  an  ice  well  opening  under 
the  handle. 

Reference:      Practically  nothing  is  known  beyond  the  fact  that  it 
is  said  to  be  French  and  was  listed  by  Henry  Adams  2d 
as:  "John  Quincy  Adams'  Frosted  Wine  Decajiter  with 
its  c\irious  pocket  for  ice,"  There  is  also  a  similar 
one  listed  by  Charles  Francis  Adams  in  his  finatncial 
ledger.  From  this  information  it  can  not  be  positively 
identified  as  John  Quincy  Adams ' .  It  has  been  on  this 
table  since  I920  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  and  was 
highly  valued  \jy  Brooks  Adams. 
Height:  ik   3A". 
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25»*. 


ILLUSTRATION  98 


NORTH  WALL  OF  DINING  ROOM 


Title: 
Date: 
Artist: 
Description: 


Reference: 


John  Adaas  C^.^'o'  ^ l^ 

c.  1798 

Williaa  William 

This  portrait  is  painted  on  vood.  John  Adams  appears 
Bore  reserved  and  more  important  than  in  other  por- 
traits . 

This  painting  vas  bought  by  Henry  Adams  and  presented 
to  the  Old  House  in  I906  when  Brooks  Adams  was  col- 
lecting  family  items  to  be  included  with  other  histor- 
ic items.  It  was  engraved  by  H.  Houston  and  a  copy  of 
this  engraving  is  in  the  Museum  Room  at  the  Adams  Na- 
tional Historic  Site. 
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ILLUSTRATIOT  100 


RUG 


Title:  Rug 

Date:  Unknown 

Description:     This  is  an  Americam  rug  in  Oriental  design.  It  vas 
placed  in  front  of  the  Dining  Room  door  by  the  Adams 
Memorial  Society.  The  writer  does  not  remember  where 
it  was  during  the  occupancy  of  Brooks  Adams. 
Size:  Length  -  7'1",  Width  -  3*  2  1/2". 
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ILLUSTRATION  101 


RUG 


Title :         Rug 

Date:  l8th  century,  Ghiordes,  Asia  Minor 

Description:     This  "hearth"  rug  is  one  of  three  which  tradition  tells 
los  belonged  to  John  Adams.  There  is  some  green  in  this 
predominantly  red  rug.  As  green  was  a  sacred  color  with 
the  Mohammedaxis ,  rugs  using  green  were  probably  made  for 
a  Mosque.  The  "hearth"  rug  can  be  distinguished  from 
the  "Prayer"  rug  since  the  former  has  points  at  both 
ends.  The  lamps  which  are  usually  hanging  in  the  Prayer 
rugs  can  be  seen  in  this  rug.  The  center  panel  is  sup- 
ported by  the  modification  of  the  "tree  of  Life."  There 
is  a  frieze  enclosed  by  narrow  ribbon  stripes.  The  wide 
border  is  the  Greek  Meander.  The  prominence  of  the  red 
color  must  not  confuse  the  viewer  with  the  Anatolian 
nigs.  The  weave  of  the  Ghiordes  is  much  finer  and  the 
wool  threads  much  less  coarse. 
Size:  Length  -  6'6",  Width  -5'. 
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ILLUSTRATION  102 


MIRROR 


Title: 
Date: 

Description: 


Reference: 


Mirror 

Late  17th  centTuy 

Chippendsile  style  with  carved  and  gilded  wood  frame 

decorated  with  open  scrolls  and  flowers  and  has  the 

original  glass.  Size;  Length  -  2k  l/k,   Width  -  I9", 

As  early  as  1790,  Abigail  Adams  wrote  to  her  sister 

Mrs.  Cranch  that  she  wished  her  "looking-glass"  packed 

and  shipped  to  New  York.  She  mentioned  that  the  glass 

would  look  well  in  New  York  since  the  house  there  had 

rooms  at  least  eleven  feet  high. 
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Not  shown  in  this  illustration  are  engravings  of  President  Monroe  hang- 
ing on  the  southwest  corner  and  an  engraving  of  President  John  Quincy 
Adams  hanging  on  the  south  wall  near  the  east  door.  It  is  interesting 
that  in  the  same  room  are  likenesses  of  four  Presidents  of  the  United 
States  -  George  Washington,  John  Adams,  James  Monroe  sind  John  Quincy 
Adams.  All  were  friends  and  with  the  exception  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
each  died  on  the  Ifth  of  July.     /„i'      '  • 

Not  shown  in  euiy  picture  is  the  early  20th  century  circiilar  mahogany 
table  with  tray  top  ajid  molded  edge  and  three  flat  cabriole  legs  which 
support  a  small  molded  shelf.  Upon  this  table  is  a  small  brass  card 
tray  with  etched  Chinese  design.  When  the  family  occupied  the  house, 
this  table  was  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  1731  entry  where  guests 
might  leave  their  visiting  cards.  Height  -  28  1/2",  Diameter  -  15  3/^". 

The  Persian  Rug  upon  which  the  tourists  walk  is  not  a  part  of  the  fami- 
ly furnishings.  It  was  placed  here  to  preserve  the  floor  where  the 
visitors  walk.  Length  -  12'9".,  Width  -  3'1". 

The  important  things  about  the  Dining  Room  are  that  all  of  the  furni- 
ture is  the  original.  At  this  Dining  Room  Table  many  distinguished  peo- 
ple dined.  For  exan^jle,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Adams  family  to  enter- 
tain the  minister  of  the  Stone  Church  in  Quincy  Centre  for  dinner  each 
Sunday  after  seirvice. 
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ILLUSTRATION  lOU 


mSTORICAL  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THE  LONG  HALL 


TaJcing  two  steps  dotm  from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Dining  Room,  one 
enters  the  I8OO  Long  Ball.  Illustration  lOh   on  the  qpposite  page  con- 
tains a  drawing  with  the  following  comments: 

"Sir  as  I  have  recieved  a  Line  from  you  Respecting  the  big- 
ness of  the  New  addition  which  I  wish  you  to  Consult  Mrs. 
Adams  In  a  few  peticulars  1st  Whether  She  Will  have  the 
Stair  Case  a  Strait  flight  or  turn 

2th  Whether  She  Will  have  the  Chamber  the  bigness  of  the 
Lower  Room  or  into  too  Chambers 

3th  Whether  She  will  have  the  old  Closets  the  North  side  of 
the  Chimney  Stand  or  taken  away  suid  have  recesses 
Uth  Whether  She  will  have  a  portico  at  the  front  Door  and 
Whether  She  will  have  the  top  of  the  portico  flat  with  a 
Glass  Door  in  the  Chamber  Entry  in  the  place  of  a  Window  to 
pass  out 

5th  Respecting  the  front  yard  Whether  She  Will  Move  the  East 
fence  to  the  End  of  the  New  part  and  make  New  in  the  front 
or  continue  the  front  these  peticulars  are  Necessary  to  be 
known  in  caise  of  yoxir  absence  I  Wish  you  to  Send  Word  by  the 
Doctors  Letter 

From  yo\ir  humble  Servant 
John  Bates" 

On  April  28,  I8OO  Cotton  Tufts  made  a  progress  report: 

"The  House  is  coverd  &  Shingled,  the  Chimnies  begun  &  will 
be  finished  this  week  -  Col.  Bicknall  of  Abington  who  is  the 
Mason  informs  me,  that  the  Fire  Place  below,  from  Point  to 
Point  is  h  Feet  one  Inch  and  an  half  -  who  ever  makes  Stone 
Jambs,  I  suppose  will  know  how  to  form  them,  when  set  in  to 
sides,  the  Mason  I  conceivd  will  cut  away  the  Corners  of 
the  brick  Work  to  receive  them  so  as  to  give  a  proper  Flare  - 
I  have  engaigd  Lane  as  Painter  to  begin  the  Rooms  on  the  Mor- 
row, which  you  wishd  to  have  painted,  also  Beale  to  paint 
the  .  Mr.  Clark  lives  in.  He  is  to  remove  next  Monday  - 
If  you  have  provided  Stone  for  the  Hearth  &  Jambs  of  the 
Chimney  or  Chimneys,  it  woxild  be  best  to  forward  them  as 
soon  as  possible  and  Hay  seed  if  you  have  procured  amy  a^ 
usual.  ...You  have  now  Seven  New  Milk  Cows  -  which  will  fur- 
nish a  considerable  Dayry  -  There  are  also  15  to  I6  Mouths 
to  be  filld  dayly." 
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The  spacious  entry  was  built  to  join  the  addition  to  the  1731  section 
of  the  house.  From  the  drawing  on  the  opposite  page,  made  by  John  Bates, 
one  sees  that  the  Long  Hall  was  to  be  the  full  depth  of  the  new  addition. 
Abigail  Adams  planned  to  have  a  north  door  with  portico.  It  is  interest- 
ing that  the  knocker  (I966)  of  this  door  is  the  original,  "Cousin  Lizzie" 
having  returned  it  to  the  house  before  her  death  in  1903 . 

Abigail  planned  a  south  entrance.  This  south  entrance  and  the  long  de- 
scending stairs  was  the  scene  of  at  least  one  historic  encounter.  It 
was  on  Jiine  27,  181+3  that  Henry  Adams,  a  lad  of  about  five  years,  became 
obstreperous  about  going  to  school.  He  so  seldan  met  restraint  from  his 
parents;  and  since  he  and  his  mother  were  guests  of  the  Old  President, 
his  mother  found  it  even  more  difficxilt  to  meet  this  rebellion  with  ap- 
propriate action.  The  boy  was  on  the  verge  of  winning  his  point  when 
the  President  came  out  of  his  study  at  the  top  of  the  stairs.  The  old 
gentleman  came  slowly  down  the  stairs,  put  on  his  hat,  spoke  not  a  word 
but  took  young   Henry  by  the  hand  and  they  walked  out.  The  school  was 
about  a  mile  away  and  the  day  was  very  hot.  Leading  his  rebellioxis  grand- 
son every  step  of  the  way,  they  entered  the  building  and  on  to  Henry's 
seat  in  the  schoolroom.  Without  speaking  the  Old  President  departed. 
There  is  a  short  reference  in  the  diary  of  John  Quincy  Adams  relative 
to  this  incident; 

"Quincy,  27  Jirne  I8U3,  Tuesday:  -  I  walked  this  morning  with 
my  son's  third  son,  Henry  Brooks  to  his  school,..." 

Henry  Adams  ailways  remembered  the  restrained  but  effective  discipline 

from  his  grandfather. 
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Abigail  Adams  wanted  to  have  the  new  part  connected  to  the  kitchen,  and 

on  May  5,  I80O  she  wrote  to  Mary  Cranch: 

"I  should  like  much  to  have  a  passage  to  the  kitchin  from  the 
entry;  My  intention  was  to  have  a  closset  taken  of  where  the 
dressers  now  are,  &  to  have  taken  in  the  other  closset  into 
the  kitchin.   I  care  very  little  about  the  North  window,  which 
must  be  darkned  by  the  other  building,  but  as  you  observe  a 
window  may  be  made  opposite.  The  cellar  door  might  be  removed 
if  necessary  and  my  Liquors  were  removed,  but  that  is  not  prac- 
ticable at  Present.   If  Mr.  Crsmch,  Dr.  Tufts  or  Mr.  Bates  can 
contrive  a  communication,  it  woxild  be  very  desirable." 

The  1800  section  of  the  house  was  not  nearly  so  well  built  as  the  1731 

section.  Mr.  Bates  took  about  two  months  for  the  complete  operation  of 

building  this  addition. 

In  1852  Charles  Francis  Adams  found  the  "beams  all  rotted  away."  Dry 
rot  had  caused  the  damage.-^  Repairs  made  at  that  time  lasted  about  one 
hvuidred  years. 

In  I96U  The  National  Park  Service,  Department  of  Interior  removed  the 
floor  and  installed  iron  beams  under  this  same  entry  with  the  hope  that 
the  cure  wo\ald  be  penoanent. 

Whatever  the  hallway  lacks  in  history  is  made  up  by  the  beauty  of  the 
white  stairway  which  thrills  the  unhurried  visitor.   It  has  simple  but 
impressive  carving  for  decoration,  and  the  stair  carpet  (I966)  is  the 
same  family  carpet  over  which  feunous  figures  of  the  past  walked  up  to 
the  study. 


(1)  Charles  Francis  Adams,  MHS,  Microfilm-Reel  No.  72. 
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ILLUSTRATION  105 


FURNISHINGS 


Title:  Canes 

Date:  1820-1927 

Reference:      In  the  corner  by  the  door  to  the  south  portico  is  an 
old  walnut  stand  containing  fifteen  family  canes. 
Many  of  the  canes  are  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the 
owners  and  some  also  with  the  neune  of  those  who  gave 
them.  For  example,  there  is  an  irregular  cane  frcan 
Mount  Olivet,  Jerusalem  given  by  midshipman  Joseph  H. 

Adams  to  John  Quincy  Adams.  On  December  8,  I836  John 

2 

Quincy  Adams  had  it  engraved.   The  longest  cane  with 

the  gold  knob  and  the  shorter  cane  with  an  ivory  handle 
and  carved  like  a  hound's  head  both  belonged  to  John 
Quincy  Adams.  Of  particxilar  interest  is  the  cane  with 
the  gold  knob  given  to  Abigail  Brooks  Adams  by  her  bro- 
thers .  The  very  sturdy  cane  with  gold  band  was  used 
by  John  Adams  and  can  be  seen  in  his  last  Stuart  por- 
trait (1823).  Brooks  Adams  used  the  simple  csuies,  un- 
marked and  of  no  intrinsic  value. 


(2)  Diary  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  Washington,  December  8,  I836. 
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ILLUSTRATION  106 


Title:         Plaster  Bust  of  John  Quincy  Adams 

Date:  l837 

Artist:         Hiram  Powers 

Description:     The  outline  of  the  head  is  clear  ajid  the  features  of 
the  forehead  and  back  of  head  are  similar  to  ^n 
Adamses  after  age  kO. 

Reference:      Hiram  Powers  made  a  marble  bust  for  the  Old  Stone 
Church  in  Quincy  Square  and  this  plaster  host   is  a 
copy  of  it.  Information  taken  from  Brooks  Adams'  in- 
ventory. 
Size:  Height  -  2U". 
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ILLUSTRATION  108 


WEST  SIDE  OF  LONG  HALL 


^^3       Title: 
Date: 
Artist: 
Description; 


Reference : 


Portrait  of  Abigail  Brooks  Adaiis 

1872 

William  Morris  Runt 

The  eyes  and  mouth  are  "finished"  in  every  detail. 
The  lace  cap  and  trimming  of  the  costume  are  kept  in 
restraint  to  allow  the  features  to  dominate.  There 
is  no  pretense  of  flattery,  but  the  face  is  distin- 
guished and  agreeable. 

Henry  Adams  to  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Cambridge, 
January  21,  l872: 

"By  the  way  Hunt  charges  from  $1000  to  $1200  for 
a  half-length  such  as  you  want.  ...Preliminary 
arrangements  are  an  made..." 

Charles  Francis  Adams'  Diary  -  Boston: 

"April  8,  1872:   ...Mr.  Hunt  having  finished  my 
Wife's  portrait  asked  me  to  look  at  it.  I  was 
very  well  satisfied  with  its  style,  both  as  a 
likeness  and  a  work  of  art,** 

April  21,  1879:  "In  the  evening  n^y  daughter  sind 
her  husband  carried  me  off  to  the  exhibition  of 
the  pictures  in  the  Art  Museum  which  was  lighted 
up  for  visitors.  ...The  most  striking  portrait 
is  that  of  my  wife  by  Hunt.   I  found  it  admired 
by  others  quite  as  much  as  by  myself.  Apart  from 
all  personal  interest  the  work  deserves  to  take 
its  rank  among  those  of  the  best  masters  in  any 
age." 

September  9,  I879:  (Quincy)  "The  newspaper 
anno\inced  the  suicide  of  Hunt  the  painter,  an 
artist  of  much  talent  but  without  regulation  or 
control.  His  portrait  of  my  wife  is  his  master- 
piece . " 

Size:  Uo  1/2"  X  35  1/2",  Frame:  1  1/2". 
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ILLUSTRATION  110 


Title : 
Date: 
Sculptor: 
Description: 


Plaster  Bust  of  John  Adams 

1818 

Binon 


On  March  30,  I829  John  Quincy  Adams  recorded  in  his 

Diary: 

"I  regret  that  there  is  no  Bust  of  my  father 
taken  while  he  lived,  and  which  I  can  admire 
as  a  work  of  Art.  That  of  Binon  now  in  Fanueil 
Hall  is  not  bad,  but  it  represents  him  in  a 
high  collar 'd  coat,  and  looks  as  if  he  had  no 
neck." 

Reference:      On  May  29,  I818  John  Adams  wrote  Thomas  Jefferson: 

"Mr.  Binon,  a  French  Artist,  from  Lyons  who  has 
studied  Eight  years  in  Italy  has  lately  taken 
l/iy  Bust.  He  appears  to  be  an  Artist  and  a  Man 
of  Letters.  I  let  them  do  what  they  please  with 
my  old  head," 

Approximately  25"  high. 
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ILLUSTRATION  113 


273. 


PAIR  OF  COVERED  VASES 


Title : 

Date: 

Description: 


Reference : 


Pair  of  Covered  Vases 
c.  1800 

The  Covered  Vases  or  Temple  Jars  are  Chinese  export 
porcelain.  The  handles  are  fan-bearing  Chinese  wo- 
men. The  cover  finiaJ.  is  a  Chinese  sage.  The  colors 
are  soft,  but  clear.  Birds,  butterflies  and  floral 
scroll  form  a  beautiful  design. 

These  Covered  Vases  were  Mrs.  Charles  Francis  Adams* 
and  were  enjoyed  by  her  son  Brooks  Adams  for  more 
than  forty  years. 
Height  -  22". 
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ILLUSTRATION  ll6 


Title:  Plaster  Bust  of  President  George  Washington 

Date:  1785 

Artist:        Houdon 

Description:     This  biist  of  President  Washington  is  remarkably  true 

to  the  original  by  Houdon. 
Reference:      Abigail  wrote  Thomas  Jefferson  on  December  20,  1785, 

London: 

"The  Pacquet  arrived  last  week  frcm  New  York,  in 
which  came  Passenger  Monsieur  Houdon.  He  rettims 
to  Paris  the  latter  end  of  this  week." 

Inventory  of  John  Adams'  estate  lists  a  bust  of  "gen, 

Washington,  l826." 

In  John  Quincy  Adams'  Will  we  find  the  following: 

"I  give  to  my  Said  wife  the  Busts  in  Plaster  of 
my  father,  of  General  Washington,  of  General 
Jackson  smd  of  Doctor  Jebb  which  are  at  Quincy, 
and  that  of  General  La  Fayette  at  Washington." 

Size:  Height  -  25". 
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280. 


ILLUSTRATION  U9 


f,U^      Title: 
Date : 
Artist: 
Description: 


Reference : 


Portrait  of  Charles  Francis  Adams 

1879 

Frederick  P.  Vinton 

This  portrait  was  made  when  Charles  Francis  Adams  was 
seventy- two  years  old.  Brooks  Adams  always  said  that 
it  showed  the  strain  of  his  father's  diplomatic  years 
in  London  and  Geneva.  Even  so,  he  thought  it  showed 
the  dignity  and  reserve  which  was  so  characteristic  of 
his  father.  The  gold  chain  which  can  be  seen  and  the 
watch  which  cannot  be  seen  are  (I966)  the  property  of 
Robert  Homans,  San  Fremcisco,  California. 

Charles  Francis  Adams  wrote  in  his  diary  on  May  28, 
1879: 

"...my  children  have  conspired  together  to  in- 
duce me  to  go  to  a  new  artist,  Mr.  Vinton,  to 
make  a  new  picture  of  me.  This  business  has 
already  been  overdone  aind  a  good  deal  of  money 
thrown  away  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  but 
I  cannot  be  churlish  when  their  motives  are  so 
kindly." 

On  July  2  he  wrote: 

"...I  went  into  town  a  little  earlier  than  us\ial 
in  order  to  give  Mr.  Vinton  his  last  chance  be- 
fore my  contemplated  absence  next  week.  He 
worked  steadily  and  had  Quincy  behind  him  to 
suggest  small  deviations.  On  the  whole  as  things 
go  I  think  he  has  done  better  than  any  other  per- 
son six  or  eight  in  number  who  have  tried  their 
fortiines  on  it.  I  trust  that  this  may  be  the 
last." 

On  September  10  he  wrote: 

"Mr.  Vinton  the  artist  came  with  Brooks  to  din- 
ner and  staid  the  night..." 
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ILLUSTRATION  120 

Title:  Portrait  of  Louisa  Catherine  Adams 

Date:  c.  179*+ 

Artist:         Edward  SavsLge 

Reference:      This  beautiful  portrait  does  not  belong  to  the  Federal 
Government.   It  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Mason 
of  Boston.  Mrs.  Mason,  great-great  granddaughter  of 
Louisa  Catherine  Adams,  is  generous  enough  to  allow 
this  portrait  to  "summer  at  the  Old  House. '*^  Thousands 
of  visitors  enjoy  this  beautiful  portrait. 
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ILLUSTRATION  121 


Title: 
Date: 
Artist: 
Reference : 


Bust  of  Charles  Francis  Adams 

1877 

W.  W.  Story 

Regarding  this  work  of  art,  Charles  Francis  Adams 
wrote  in  his  Diary: 

Quincy  2k   Sept.  1877:  "...In  the  evening  Mr, 
W.  W.  Story  arrived.  Mrs.  Adams  and  my   chil- 
dren have  overcome  my  resistance  to  having  a 
bust  made  of  me  which  I  do  not  think  I  am  en- 
titled by  any  acts  of  mine  to  assume  to  deserve. 
So  Mr.  Story  has  been  invited  to  ccane  against 
my  wishes.  He  happens  to  be  paying  a  visit  to 
his  own  covmtry  and  advantage  has  been  taken 
of  it  to  give  him  this  commission.  If  it  nnist 
be  done,  I  hope  it  will  tvrn   out  better  than 
Hunt ' s  portrait . " 

25th  "...The  greater  part  of  this  day  was  caa- 
Siuned  in  the  process  of  sitting  or  standing  to 
Mr.  Story,  in  his  formation  of  a  bust.  I  had 
never  seen  it  before  and  was  rather  interested 
in  it.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  something 
was  bro\ight  out  in  the  ro\agh  which  seemed  in 
many  respects  to  portray  a  resemblance,..," 

Uth  October  "...Mesuitime  was  almost  entirely 
absorbed  by  the  attendance  on  Mr.  Story  who  la- 
bors incessantly  on  the  detail  of  the  bust.  It 
appears  well  smd  the  members  of  the  family  are 
satisfied  with  it.  But  the  artist  keeps  out 
the  light  so  studiously  from  all  but  one  source 
that  I  am  not  able  to  see  to  read  or  write.  So 
niy  time  is  much  wasted.  ..." 

6th  "...A  clear  day  much  used  up  in  the  process 
of  getting  Mr.  Story  away.  A  man  had  been  sent 
for  from  town  to  pack  up  the  clay  bust,  a  pro- 
cess which  I  had  never  witnessed  before,  prepara- 
tory to  getting  a  plaster  cast  of  the  face. 
Meantime  my  library  windows  were  once  more  opened 
to  the  li^t  of  day  and  the  women  came  in  to 
clean  up  all   the  dirt  which  the  process  had  made. 
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ILLUSTRATION  121  (Continued) 


I  confess  to  some  relief  when  I  say  myself  able 
to  resume  my  habits  again.  I  went  in  to  the 
house  and  saw  Mr.  Story  off  on  his  way  to  Bever- 
ly.  He  is  a  pleasant  companion  and  apart  from 
the  inevitables  of  his  work  has  made  himself 
very  acceptable  to  \is  all « " 

J\ily  31st  1878  "...Story's  payment  on  accoimt 
of  my  bust,  a  piece  of  extravagance  which  I 
charge  to  the  account  of  my  dear  wife  and  not 
to  my  vanity." 

Size:  Height  -  20". 
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ILLUSTRATION  122 


Title : 

Date: 

Description: 


Reference ; 


Tall  Clock 
1765-1785 

This  American  Tall  Clock  was  probably  made  in  Phila- 
delphia around  I765.  It  is  Toahogany  in  Chippendale 
style.  The  case  is  treated  with  quarter  columns  with 
stop-fluting  both  on  the  case  and  the  base.  The  door 
has  a  shaped  arch  top,  and  the  base  has  a  central  p€uiel 
with  a  bead  around  its  edge.  The  hood  has  four  thin 
turned  colvunns  which  are  unususil  and  there  are  windows 
on  each  side.  The  top  is  scrolled  euad  has  carved  ro- 
setts.  The  dial  is  painted  in  enamel  with  floral  orna- 
mentation. At  the  top  of  the  dial  is  the  moon  face 
which  has  an  inside  mechanism  to  register  the  calendar 
day.  The  second  hand  is  arrow-shaped  without  decoration. 
The  minute  and  hovir  hands  of  the  clock  have  carved  orna- 
mentation. 

Height  -  96",  Width  -  I9",  Depth  -  10  1/2". 
This  clock  was  prized  very  highly  by  Brooks  Adams, 
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